
Bridging marine research in the Caribbean 
with global policy and targets:

Perspectives from the BIOPAMA programme

EU-Caribbean workshop on marine scientific cooperation

14 –15 November 2023, Bridgetown, Barbados

Stephen Peedell and Cristina Lázaro

Joint Research Centre



• What do we do? Science for policy.

• Need for evidence to inform EU policy. 

• Independent, evidence-based

joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu

The Joint Research Centre



• Not just EU

• Fisheries, 

ecosystems, 

blue economy, 

biodiversity, 

marine spatial 

planning, 

vessel 

monitoring

Marine research at the Joint Research Centre 

WEFE-2050



• Mission (2017-2024): BIOPAMA aims at reinforcing the management and governance of protected and 

conserved areas in the 79 African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries through better use and 

monitoring of information and capacity development on management and governance.

The Biodiversity and Protected Areas 
Management (BIOPAMA) Programme



BIOPAMA: Reference Information System 
(RIS)

https://rris.biopama.org/
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• Tracking conservation targets and policy objectives

• Link to livelihoods

• Focus on effectiveness, management and governance 

• Combined with earth observation

• Establishing regional knowledge hubs ("observatories")

Protected and conserved areas

https://caribbeanprotectedareasgateway.com/



• UN SDGs

• New CBD GBF - 23 action-oriented global targets for 

urgent action over the decade to 2030

• Global Knowledge Centre Biodiversity

• Support to CBD and SBSSTA 

• Digital Observatory of Protected Areas, BIOPAMA

• Regional Centres of Excellence

Global picture



• Beyond BIOPAMA – supporting regional centres, linked to CBD

• CPAG future vision

• New GBF – addressing new indicators and assessing progress

Future perspectives



Thank you
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